EARLY   TRIBAL   WARS
dramatic appearance in the pages of recorded histo^
when in 113 B.C. and the following years a vast host
of them, with their women and children, swarmed
like locusts over the plains of Northern Italy and
Southern Gaul. Mr Baring-Gould describes them
thus:
They had fair hair, thick and long; some had
shaggy red hair. They were tall, strong men; their
eyes were blue. They wore the heads of wolves and
bears and oxen on their helmets, the latter with
horns; and others again had the wings of eagles
spread, and fastened to their iron caps.
He depicts the horrors of their invasion:
They destroyed the villages they came upon; they
took and burned the cities; they overran the plains.
They killed the horses they took, and hanged their
captives to trees as sacrifices to Woden.               *~
Three Roman armies in succession were defeated by
them, and not until the full force of the Republic
was mustered against them under Marius were they
finally crushed and all but exterminated in the
two great battles of Aquae Sextiae (Aix) in Gaul
(102 B.C.), and Campi Raudii (near Vercellae) in Italy
(101 B.C.). We know very little of these 'Cimbri
et Teutones' who thus harassed Rome for a dozen
years and then met their proper fate. They seem to
have been tribes from the low country between the
mouths of the Rhine and the Elbe, who had been
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